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Four Rivers ES – Club Highlight

From SMILE Teacher, Kim McDowall:

Here are some pictures from our Thursday 
club last week.
We have been working on electrical 
circuits. We designed and built boats 
powered by simple circuits with a motor, 
switch, and power source. Kids had a lot 
of fun.

Thank you, Kim McDowall, for sharing this 
electrifying highlight! This is Kim’s first
year as a SMILE Teacher. Welcome 
aboard Kim, we’re so happy you’re part of 
the team!
If you’d like to share some of your club’s 
awesomeness, email Becca Harver at: 
mailto:rebecca.harver@oregonstate.edu

mailto:rebecca.harver@oregonstate.edu


“We started making decisions on how to manage 
a woodland landowner property based on 
different objectives and existing forest in 
lesson Managing Oregon Forests Together, 
then we focused on the 60 year old Douglas-fir 
unit “Mighty firs” that the landowner decided to 
harvest. They had to make choices on how to 
buck the trees in order to maximize the volume 
utilization of the trees, an example of how to 
perform the bucking within the lesson Optimal 
Tree Utilization. Next, we will focus on the 
Broken Top unit, that is in need of thinning. The 
wood extracted can be used to make cross 
laminated timber, which is an innovative way to 
make building materials out of small wood.”

Find these materials, including a new video
explaining optimal tree utilization here, on the 
Winter Teacher Workshop website under 
Middle/High School Sessions and LaCuKnoS
Forestry.

Check-Out These Lessons!

Message from LaCuKnoS
Team Member,
Dr. Francisca Belart

New videos from the Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering (MIME) Team!

Learn more about MIME by viewing a brief 
introduction to their Team and Project. You can 
also get activity MIME Production System Design 
Activity instructions and watch the lesson’s video 
tutorial. The purpose of this activity is to gain 
experience in collecting data and evaluating the 
performance of a queuing system in a manual 
production system through hands-on activities. 

Find these materials here, on the Winter Teacher 
Workshop website under Additional Resources 
and Mechanical and Industrial Engineering 
Capstone Video. 

https://smile.oregonstate.edu/winter-2022-teacher-workshop
https://smile.oregonstate.edu/winter-2022-teacher-workshop


Upcoming Events

May Teacher Workshop -
May 6 and 7 at Oregon State University

We look forward to seeing you in 
person at the May Teacher Workshop! 
Registration will open on March 6. Stay 
tuned for a workshop schedule, as well 
as travel and accommodation 
information.

Virtual Challenge -
Students will work in teams and think about natural disasters that could 
impact their community. Students will research how natural disasters could 
affect the food supply and will create a plan to continue to provide food for 
their community. For the final showcase, students will create a low-budget 
disaster movie trailer or a presentation featuring their food security plan. 

Important Dates -
Materials will be mailed to schools: week of March 14 – 18
Teacher Professional Development: week of March 28 – April 1
Three weeks of prep time to do challenge activities in clubs: April 4 – 22
Final Showcase: week of April 25 – 29 

Lights, Camera, Action!
Get pumped for this year’s Challenge by watching the 
theatrical trailer for this classic disaster movie: 
“Twister,” (1996), Click Here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnKguPX9KKk


Click.

There’s still 
space!
Teachers, 
apply by 
March 6.

https://www.societyforscience.org/outreach-and-equity/advocate-program/


Apply in March and 
April. Positions will 
be decided in May. 
To apply, email: 
lindsay.millward@
oregonstate.edu

mailto:lindsay.millward@oregonstate.edu


CALENDAR OF SESSIONS

OR Connections 

START HERE

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTZkDHrGDOx6zCxSIGLbft6IqjHGVa5C17hEs1hwGD3Sa8daHQXO5Iexm513GJVXno7zOf7jXOWBzYx/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g1104b0807b5_0_64
https://oregonconnections.nepris.com/account/signup/roleselector
https://oregonconnections.nepris.com/app/events/oregon-career-fair-59


Carbon Activity Spotlights  

Carbon Cycle Game 

Subjects: Biology, Climate Change  
Grades: 4 - 5 

In this lesson, students will simulate a 
molecule of carbon’s movement 
throughout various locations within the 
carbon cycle. Students will learn about 
chemical and biological processes that 
move carbon around.

Click Here for a link to all the resources 
you’ll need. 

Carbon Footprint

Subjects: Bioenergy, Ecology, Climate Change
Grades: 9 - 12 

Everyone has a carbon footprint and it is highly dependent on 
lifestyle choices such as transportation, diet, and purchases. This 
activity will help students understand the effect of their life choices 
on their carbon footprint. It will also help them recognize the 
lifestyle choices available to them that would lower their carbon 
footprint. Additionally, students will also be asked to critically think 
whether the options for lowering their carbon footprint available are 
actions that they are willing to take.

Click Here for link to all the resources you’ll need. 

https://smile.oregonstate.edu/lesson/carbon-cycle-game
https://smile.oregonstate.edu/lesson/carbon-footprint

