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Upcoming Events

May Teacher Workshop -
May 6 and 7 at Oregon State University

We look forward to seeing you in 
person at the May Teacher Workshop! 
Registration will open on March 6. Stay 
tuned for a workshop schedule, as well 
as travel and accommodation 
information.

Virtual Challenge -
Students will work in teams and think about natural 
disasters that could impact their community. 
Students will research how natural disasters could 
affect the food supply and will create a plan to 
continue to provide food for their community. For 
the final showcase, students will create a low-
budget disaster movie trailer or a presentation 
featuring their food security plan. 

Important Dates -
Materials will be mailed to schools: week of March 
14 – 18
Teacher Professional Development: week of March 
28 – April 1
Three weeks of prep time to do challenge activities 
in clubs: April 4 – 22
Final Showcase: week of April 25 – 29 



Family Math and Science Night at Seven Oak MS
Thank you SMILE Teachers, Thanh 
Nguyen and Amanda Sater, from Seven 
Oak MS in Lebanon, for a great Family 
Math and Science Night! The LaCuKnoS
Team provided several hands-on, STEM 
activities.

Pictures from Jay Well: Left - Cory Buxton 
and Charzy Jones lead a toothpaste 
whitening activity. Bottom left – Barbara 
Ettenauer leads a helicopter seed activity 
and Francisca Belart leads a forestry 
activity with tree rings. Bottom right –
Karla Hale leads an activity about dirty 
hands. Not pictured: Diana Crespo, also 
led a LaCuKnoS activity. 

Sign-up for a Family Math and Science Night! 

Are you interested in having SMILE staff come to your school to lead a 
Family Math and Science Night? We have a lot of great activities to bring! 
Contact Becca: mailto:rebecca.harver@oregonstate.edu if you’re 
interested in scheduling a date.

mailto:rebecca.harver@oregonstate.edu
Rebecca Harver



Grant Opportunity for STEM Teachers! 

Grant Opportunity for STEM K-12 Teachers from the 
Toshiba America Foundation

The Toshiba America Foundation is dedicated to promoting quality 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education in the 
nation's K-12 schools. The Foundation provides grants through the 
following two initiatives: Grants for Grades K-5 of up to $1,000 are 
provided to teachers in public or private schools to help them bring 
innovative projects into their classrooms. The application deadline is 
October 1, annually. Grants for Grades 6-12 are provided to teachers 
who have an idea for making science and mathematics more fun for 
their students. Requests for grants of up to $5,000 may be submitted 
throughout the year and are reviewed quarterly. The annual application 
deadlines for large grants of $5,000 or more are May 1 and November 1, 
annually.

To learn more, Click Here.

http://www.toshiba.com/taf/about.jsp


Click.

There’s still 
space!
Teachers, 
apply by 
March 6.

https://www.societyforscience.org/outreach-and-equity/advocate-program/


Apply in March and 
April. Positions will 
be decided in May. 
To apply, email: 
lindsay.millward@
oregonstate.edu

mailto:lindsay.millward@oregonstate.edu


CALENDAR OF SESSIONS

OR Connections 

START HERE

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTZkDHrGDOx6zCxSIGLbft6IqjHGVa5C17hEs1hwGD3Sa8daHQXO5Iexm513GJVXno7zOf7jXOWBzYx/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g1104b0807b5_0_64
https://oregonconnections.nepris.com/account/signup/roleselector
https://oregonconnections.nepris.com/app/events/oregon-career-fair-59


Activity Spotlight – Exoplanet 1061 

Exoplanet 1061

Subject: Bioenergy 
Grades: 6 - 12 

In the year 2182, environmental degradation has taken its toll on Earth. Those who 
have managed to survive years of famine, drought and disease rally around an 
eccentric leader with plans to leave Earth and colonize a lush planet five light years 
away. Your team is among those who join the armada and flee Earth in search of a 
new home.
During the journey, disaster strikes your ship, and you are forced down onto a strange 
alien world, known as Exoplanet 1061. While this planet is Earth-like in many respects, 
it does not have any fossil fuels.
The planet appears hospitable. However, soon after you crash land, your team’s 
scientists discover it is merely a matter of time before one of the planet’s two suns 
goes supernova. Your team needs to survive to repair the ship, conduct research, and 
develop a means to produce rocket fuel so you can escape Exoplanet 1061 before it is 
too late.

CLICK HERE for a link to all the resources you’ll need. 

https://smile.oregonstate.edu/lesson/exoplanet-1061

